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INTRODUCTION
Today's Trail will take you on an interesting walk 
around the Southern Section of the Cemetery visiting 
21 of the 53 Lord Mayors, serving a total of 76 years 
in Office, of York buried in the Cemetery. 

This trail complements our other Trail - 'Lord Mayors  
Trail 1' which visits a further 22 Lord Mayors buried in 
the Northern Section of the Cemetery.

THE REGALIA & OFFICE of LORD MAYOR

In 1212 King John gave York men the right to collect 
their own taxes, hold courts and generally conduct 
their own affairs. In return he was given a present of 
£200, three riding horses and an agreement that the 
City would pay considerably increased taxes. 

Within a year of these events the citizens of York 
elected their first Mayor and achieved a civic 
independence. This was to be enshrined in a Charter 
in 1256 which decreed that no royal sheriff or bailiff 
should 'meddle within the liberty of the city'. 

Nevertheless its self governing status was 
occasionally lost for some offence against the Crown; 

in 1280-82 for altering a Royal Charter, 1292-7 for 
failing to pay its taxes, and in 1405-6 for its support 
of Archbishop Richard Scrope. 

Shortly before this latter event, however, Richard II, 
seeking popular support, is said to have given his 
sword to be borne thenceforth point upwards before 
the mayor, who was to be elevated to the status of 

Lord Mayor. Tradition also has it that Richard 
presented the City with its first mace and cap of 
maintenance, items of Civic regalia which, together 
with the sword, albeit later replacements of the 
originals, are still to this day carried before the Lord 
Mayor in Civic processions 

There is little doubt about the gifts of the sword, 

mace and cap but the title of Lord Mayor seems to 

have been assumed by gradual usage over the 
following centuries. While the girdlers petitioned the 
first citizen in 1417 as 'oure worschipfull lord the 
maire of this citie' he was generally addressed at this 
time as 'ye maire'. The designation of 'my lord the 
mayor' appears in Corporation minutes at the end of 

this century but it was not until the first half of the 
sixteenth that the title of Lord Mayor begins to 
achieve the respectability of more or less regular use. 
A similar evolutionary process seems to have 
occurred in London. 

By the nineteenth century the pre-nominal 
designation was firmly established and shared only 

with London and the Lord Provosts in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, thus giving York an important position 
amongst the principal cities of the United Kingdom. 
While there are now more cities with Lord Mayors, 

there are only four entitled to use the honorific of 
Right Honourable during their year of office: London 
and York, by long standing tradition and two very 
recent members of the club, Belfast (1929) and 
Cardiff, (1956). 

Today the Lord Mayor chairs meetings of full Council 
and together with the Sheriff, represents the City on 
ceremonial occasions, welcomes international visitors 
and attends events organised by local people and 
community groups. 

THE TRAIL 

!! FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY PLEASE KEEP TO THE PATHS !! 

From the entrance go ahead behind the dominant 
beech tree. At the 'Y' junction fork right onto the 

path. Just beyond the 3rd fir tree on the left is the 

monument to Thomas Carter. Thomas is buried a  
short distance from this monument.

 

1. Thomas Carter (1851-1916) 

Conservative Councillor (Walmgate 

Ward) 1898 
Alderman 1907 until his death in 

1916 
Lord Mayor 1910-11 

Thomas was born at North 
Farm, Danby Wiske in 1850 
and after an apprenticeship to 
a butcher he went into 
business on his own in 

Middlesborough in 1874. 

 
He moved to York in 1876 to take over the business 
of William Silversides at 33 The Shambles. His 
knowledge of animals enabled him to become a noted 
judge of fat-stock at cattle shows. 

He was a Justice of the Peace and attended the 

Coronation of George V and Mary in Westminster 
Abbey on 22 June 1911. 

His name is perpetuated in Carter Avenue, the first 
street of Council houses built on the Tang Hall estate 
in 1920. 

He died of heart failure on 25 June 1916, aged 66, 
leaving Effects of £30,670 15s 11d. 
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Return to the 'Y' junction and turn right. Follow the 

curving path to the obelisk to John Shaftoe. Behind 
the obelisk is the monument to Lancelot Foster. 
 

2. Lancelot Foster (1844-1913) 

Liberal Councillor (Walmgate Ward) 

1877 
Freeman of York 1867 

Sheriff of York 1891-2 (To John 
Close) 

Alderman 1898 until his death in 
1913 

Lord Mayor 1901-2 

Lancelot, a native of York as 
his father and grandfather had 
been, was a City Agricultural 

Merchant, being the head of 
the firm of Lancelot Foster & 

Sons, a firm founded in 1827 by his father. 

He was Warden of the Walmgate Ward Strays and 
elected Governor of the Merchants' Company. He was 
also a magistrate, one of the Board of Charity 
Trustees, and a Director of the York United Gas Light 

Company. 

In 1878 he was appointed to the Ouse and Foss 
Navigation, Estates, Watch, and Asylum Committees. 
His chief attention was given to the Ouse Navigation. 

He was appointed a Governor to Bootham Park 
Asylum in 1885 and was Chairman from 1903 to  

1913. 

An actor and a singer, he was President of the York 
Male Voice Choir, specialising in comic scenes. He was 
a member of the Council of the Grand Yorkshire Gala 
and Chairman of its Entertainment Committee. 

For more than 40 years he was an extensive traveller, 
having visited Europe, the Middle East, India, Japan, 

China, Australasia and North America. His residence, 
Bootham Lodge, became a treasure house of carefully 
chosen curios from all over the world. 

He bequeathed £1,000 respectively to the York 
Charity Commissioners, with instructions that they 
should make gifts to aged women who were 
unsuccessful applicants for the benefits of hospitals in 

York, the York Lunatic Asylum and York County 
Hospital for the maintenance of two children's cots. 

He died following a Lithiotomy (a now abandoned 
surgical operation to remove a bladder stone) on 18 
June 1913, aged 69. He left Effects of £47,676 12s 
2d. 

Ahead. At the cross-path (Compass set into the path) 
turn right. Ahead to the Chapel. Set in the Chapel 
wall to the left of the door is the monument to James 
Meek. 
 

3. James Meek  (1790-1862) 

Sheriff of York 1827 (To W Hearon) 

Alderman 1835-1862 
Lord Mayor 1836, 1848-9, 1850-1 

James, a Wesleyan Methodist, 
was the second of three James 

Meeks who are important in 
the history of York. 

He was born in Brompton, 
Northallerton and came to 

York in 1803 to serve an apprenticeship with Joseph 

Agar, Currier (dresser & colourer of tanned leather). 

After working in various Cities he returned to York on 
his marriage, setting up his own business in 
Goodramgate. 

He was a Partner in York Flint Glass Company and 
Chairman York City and County Bank. For some time 
he was Chairman of George Hudson's York and North 
Midland Railway but, as a staunch Methodist, he 

resigned in a controversy on Sunday travel on the 
railway. 

He laid the foundation stone of the Cemetery Chapel 
during his first term as Lord Mayor. 

He died on 13 December 1862 at Middlethorpe Hall 

leaving Effects of under £60,000. 

His son, Sir James Meek, is also buried in the 

Cemetery (See Lord Mayors Trail 1). He had been a 
Liberal Councillor for Bootham Ward 1849-1853, 
Alderman in 1853 and also three times Lord Mayor 
1855-6, 1865-6 & 1866-7. 

Facing the Chapel turn right. After a few paces and 

immediately before the path on your left is the chest 
tomb to Thomas Samuel Watkinson. 
 

4. Thomas Samuel Watkinson (1815-1880) 

 

Thomas was a 
member of the 
Salem Chapel 

which stood in 
Spen Lane facing 
St Saviourgate  
& was demolished 
in 1963. 

He owned an iron, 
steel and timber 

business at Foss 
Bridge. 

He died of 
diabetes in Office 
at the Mansion 

 

Liberal councillor Walmgate Ward 

1850-56 
Alderman 1877 - 1880 
Lord Mayor 1879-80 

 

 

House on 17 January 1880, aged 65, leaving a 

Personal Estate of under £30,000. 

He was succeeded by William Wilkinson Wilberforce 
(See Lord Mayors Trail 1). 

Turn onto the path. Toward the end and on your left 
note the headstone to Bob Rawcliffe. Behind Bob and 
partially hidden in the vegetation is the short column 
monument to George Leeman. 
 

5. George Leeman (1809-1882) 

Liberal Councillor; 

Castlegate Ward 1836, Guildhall 
Ward 1839 

Alderman 1850 - 1878 
MP for York 1865 - 1868, 1871 - 

1880 
Lord Mayor 1853, 1860, 1870 

George was born in York in 
1809, the son of a Greengrocer, 
he was articled to Robert Henry 
Anderson's legal practice, and 
was admitted as a Solicitor in 
1835.    

continued overleaf 



York Cemetery - Lord Mayors 2 Trail (Jan 2017).docx  3 

George Leeman continued 

He became a senior Partner in Leeman & Wilkinson of 
York & Beverley. 

He was Clerk of the Peace for the East Riding of 
Yorkshire from 1845 (and a member of the Society of 
Clerks of the Peace from 1849) and Deputy 
Lieutenant for the North Riding. 

His prominence in railway affairs flourished with the 

demise of George Hudson in which he played no small 
part by helping to uncover Hudson's illegal share 
dealing. He was deputy Chairman of the successor 
company, North Eastern Railways 1855 - 1874 and 
Chairman 1874 - 1880 having encouraged its 
formation through mergers in 1854. He enjoyed a 

yearly salary of £1000, which continued after his 

retirement. He was Chairman of the Railway 
Association of Great Britain. 

He was a member of the Reform Club and the 
Yorkshire Philosophical Society from 1844,   Director 
of the Yorkshire Herald and  Chairman of the 
Yorkshire Banking Company 1867 - 1880. 

He was joint owner of the Rosedale and Ferryhill Iron 
Co. 1860-77. He resigned as Chairman of the NER in 
1880 after the failure of the mining company reduced 
his wealth and harmed his health. 

He died of natural decay on 26 February 1882, aged 
72, in Scarborough leaving a Personal Estate of 

£39,450 19s 4d. 

In his roles as Lord Mayor and MP he was a staunch 
defender of York's antiquities and pushed through the 
restoration of much of the City walls. 

After his death in 1883 a committee under the 
Chairmanship of Thomas Varey (see Lord Mayors  
Trail 1) was formed to decide on a suitable monument 
to George. 

The  result was a standing effigy of him, paid for by 
public subscription, carved by George Walker Milburn 
(Milburn is buried a short distance from Leeman on 
the bank on the other side of Lime Avenue). 

The statue was erected in 1882 outside the City walls 
on Station Rise and opposite the arch leading to the 

former Railway Offices. Originally, it was surrounded 
by railings including among other things what 
purported to be the Leeman coat of arms. In fact it 
was borrowed from the extinct Hertfordshire 
baronetcy of Leman who were in no position to object. 
At the same time Station Road was renamed Leeman 
Road. 

The statue was moved to its present position in 1947 
and the railings were destroyed in a road accident in 
1927 when they were hit by a bus belonging to the 
Harrogate and District Road Car Company. 

Ahead. Turn right onto Lime Avenue. After 30 paces 

stop at the large tree and marble cross monument to 
Greenwood. On your left set back from the path and 

at the foot of a stone cross is the sunken chest 
monument to William Walker. 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

 

6. William Walker (1820-1897) 

Liberal Councillor (Guildhall Ward) 

1860 
Alderman 1868 - 1880 

Lord Mayor 1871 

A solicitor in Lendal, who did 
his Articles from 1848 until he 
entered Practice with the firm 
of Leeman and Clark, its 
Principal being George Leeman 
(see No. 5). 

He was a pioneer in Roman 
Catholic legal work in Yorkshire and is noted for the 
many statutory minefields through which he had to 
find his way relating to church schools, places of 

worship and charitable status. The purchase of land 
involved delicate negotiations at a time when many 
people refused to sell land for Catholic purposes or 

else agitated against such sale. 

He was a Governor of York Asylum for over 30 years 
and its Chairman for 11 years. 

He was Vice-President of the Yorkshire Philosophical 
Society, Fellow of the Geological Society, Manager of 
York Savings bank, Director York Gas Company 1887-
1897 and Vice-Chairman of York Charity Trustees. 

He was also President Yorkshire Law Society 1880 
and 1886. 

In his late 40s he married Emma Weatherley some 23 
years his junior. Emma was the daughter of Ralph 
Weatherley, Master Builder (See Lord Mayors Trail 1). 

He died of angina pectoris on 8 May 1897, aged 77, 

leaving Effects of £ 10,202 0s 1d. 

Retrace you steps and pass the Chapel on your left. 
Ahead at the cross path near the bench and continue 
along Lime Avenue. 
Stop at the second wooden bench on your right and 
set back from the path (this is before the Pergola). 
Turn left at the white kerbed child's grave to Lucy Bell 

Lockyer onto the path opposite the bench. After a few 
paces and behind the silver birch on your right is the 

monument to George Hicks Seymour. 
 

7. George Hicks Seymour (1793-1872) 

Alderman 1849 - 1862 

Lord Mayor 1849-50 

George was a Solicitor of 
Seymour and Blyth, of Lendal 

(next to the Judges' Lodgings) 
and Director of the North 
Eastern Railway. 

In 1850 during his Mayoralty 
he gave one of the most 
sumptuous feasts ever seen in 
York. Inspired by a dinner he 

had attended in London to organize the Great 
Exhibition of 1851, he invited the Lord Mayor of 
London to a return meal which included a choice of 
72 dishes and a Royal Table, with a 'Hundred Guinea' 
dish including turtle heads and all kinds of birds, from 
turkeys to larks. 

continued overleaf 
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George Hicks Seymour continued 

Prince Albert was the guest of honour and among the 
other guests were the Prime Minister, Lord Russell 
and no fewer than 87 heads of Corporations from 
other towns and cities in the British Isles. 

He died of decay of nature on 16 April 1872 leaving 
Effects under £3,000. 

Ahead to the Mary Jane Clark obelisk on your left. 

Turn left onto the mown path. 

!! TAKE CARE ON THE PATH !! 

Ahead to the prominent Gray's Monument. 
 

8. Gray's Monument 

The Gray family is still 
recognised in York today having 
been Solicitors here since at 

least 1695. In 1788 William 
Gray Senior (1751-1837), born 
in Hull, bought the property 
that became 'Gray's Court' near 
the Treasurer's House. The 
family lived there until 1945. 

Today, it is a luxury hotel, 
located between Chapter House 
Street and Ogleforth. 

William was a Partner in the firm of Graves & Gray 
which by 1843 had become Gray's Solicitors and 

successive generations of the family were Partners. In 
1897 Gray's moved from their offices at 75 Low 

Petergate to Duncombe Place. 

William Gray (1807-1880) 

Alderman 1844-53 

Under Sheriff for Yorkshire for 35 years 
Lord Mayor 1844 

William qualified as a Solicitor in 1828 and took over 
the family firm, then at 75 Petergate, on his fathers 
death in 1837. 

He was a Trustee of York Cemetery Company 1868, 
member of the York Sunday School Committee 1847, 

founder member of the British Association for the 

Advancement of Science and  Chairman of York 
County Savings Bank 1871-1878. 

He died of natural decay on 25 September 1880 at 
Grasmere, aged 73, leaving a Personal Estate of 
under £35,000. 

To the left of the Gray's monument and well hidden in 
the vegetation is the monument to Edward Richard 
Anderson. 
 

9. Edward Richard Anderson (1805-1862) 

Freeman of York 1830 

Liberal Councillor Guildhall Ward 1848 
Under Sheriff for Yorkshire 1853 

Alderman 1856 until his death in 1862 
Lord Mayor 1856 

Edward was educated St Peters School, York and was 
an Attorney at Law and Solicitor with a Practice in 
Stonegate. 

He died of angina pectoris on 3 December 1862, aged 
57, leaving Effects under £3,000. 

His brother, William Charles, was a surgeon in 

Stonegate and his nephew, Tempest Anderson, was 
the noted ophthalmic surgeon, expert amateur 
photographer and vulcanologist. 

Return to the path and turn right retracing your steps 
to Lime Avenue and the wooden bench. Cross Lime 
Avenue and go to the left of the bench (dedicated to 

Bombardier Thomas Wilkinson). The fifth monument 
back is that of Charles Thornburn Hutchinson. 
 

10. Charles Thornburn Hutchinson (1873-1960) 

Councillor (Bootham Ward) 1909 - 

1919, 1921 - 1927 
Councillor (Monk Ward 1927 - 1934) 

Alderman 1934 - 1946 
Lord Mayor 1937/8 

Charles was born in Sheriff 
Hutton and came to York as an 
apprentice to Hill and Nettleton, 
Grocers, in St Saviourgate 

subsequently starting his own 
business in Clarence Street, 
The Groves. 

Together with his brother, he ran a Post Office, 
claimed to be one of the oldest in York, along with the 
shop at the corner of Monkgate & St Maurices Road. 

This was demolished as part of a road widening 
scheme in the 1970s.   

When he was elected Alderman in 1937 one of his 
first acts was to distribute food parcels to the 
unemployed who had to queue in Exhibition Square.   

A Methodist, he had a special interest in the Groves 
and attended and taught Sunday School at Groves 

Chapel and was a lay preacher at Centenary Chapel 
for 70 years. 

He was awarded the OBE for Civil Defence work 
during the second World War. 

He died on 12 January 1960, aged 87, leaving Effects 
of £11,031 12s 8d. 

Return to Lime Avenue and turn right. Pass the 

Pergola on your right. Immediately before the next 
cross path on your left is the monument to Sir 
Christopher Annakin Milward. 
 

11. Sir Christopher Annakin Milward (1835-1906) 

Conservative Councillor (Bootham 

Ward) 1886 
Sheriff of York 1890 (To P 

Matthews) 
Alderman 1892 until his death in 

1906 
Lord Mayor 1895, 1896 

Sir Christopher was a Hatter, 
Hosier and Shirt-maker born in 

Hull, the only son of Charles 

Milward, gardener. 

He came to York as a child, 
and after an apprenticeship to Mr William Robinson, 
Hosier of 41 Stonegate, he commenced business on 
his own account in August 1859 at 20 Coney Street 
and moved to 14 Coney Street in June 1865.  

continued overleaf 
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Sir Christopher Annakin Milward continued 

He was a Director of the York Gas Company and 
Governor of Bootham Park Asylum and York County 
Hospital. 

He was a staunch churchman, an energetic member 
of the Conservative party and a member of the 
Merchant Taylors. 

He was a Justice of the Peace for the City and the 

North Riding of Yorkshire and was connected with the 
Grand Yorkshire Gala for 50 years and its Chairman 
for 8 years until his death. 

He was knighted by Queen Victoria in 1897 on the 
occasion of her Diamond Jubilee of accession. 

He died of heart failure on 2 February 1906, aged 71, 
leaving Effects of £15,486 18s 7d 

Return to the Pergola and turn left. After 25 paces 
note the black George Henry Bradbury headstone on 
your right. Just before this headstone and set back 
from the path is the rough cross monument to 
Robert Horton Vernon Wragge. 
 

12. Robert Horton Vernon Wragge (1854-1933) 

Conservative Councillor (Guildhall 

Ward) 1886 
Alderman 1892 - death 

Lord Mayor 1903, 1904, 1905, 
1931 

Vernon was born at Whitchurch, 
Shropshire and started life as a 
Draper's Assistant. Following 
moves to London and Liverpool 
he came to York in 1874, aged 
20, to work for Leak and Thorp 
as a Buyer. He then set up his 

own successful draper's business at 26 Coney Street. 

In the early 1880s he was organizing fully guided 
holiday tours to all parts of the UK; for example, a 5-
day tour of the Lake District for £3 12s 6d, or 6 days 
to the Lakes of Kilarney for £6. 

In 1890, by which time he was quite prosperous, he 

retired from commercial pursuits and was persuaded 

by Sir Frank Lockwood QC, then MP for York, to study 
law. 

Having passed the necessary examinations and 
displaying marked ability in every subject, he was 
called to the Bar (Lincolns Inn) in April 1894 at the 
age of 40.   

He took chambers in Leeds undertaking an influential 
and successful Practice and in October 1905 he was 
appointed to the Recordership of Pontefract, a post he 
held until his death. 

He was a Freemason and Churchman. An excellent 
orator, he unsuccessfully contested the Rotherham 

by-election in 1899 and the General Election in 1900. 

He represented brewing interests against the 
temperance movement in York around the turn of the 
century, and this has been suggested as one of the 
reasons for his appointment as Lord Mayor. 

The local papers, who regularly portrayed Vernon as 
an arrogant and opinionated man in Council and 

Court, had a field day after York's Military Sunday in 

1906. Against Wragge's wishes William Bentley had 
been appointed his Sheriff, and disagreements 
between the two had become embarrassingly public. 

Lord Mayor Wragge had invited the Lord Mayor of 
Sheffield as his guest insisting that they should walk 
side by side behind the Mace with the Sheriff, Senior 

Alderman and Deputy Lord Mayor following behind. 

Bentley did not accept this and there was a most 
undignified scene as the Sheriff insisted upon his 
right to walk next to the Lord Mayor and the 
honoured guest, with the three gentlemen walking 
abreast. 

Despite council attempts to resolve the ensuing 

dispute, the row dragged on, and eventually Wragge 
consulted Sir Alfred S. Scott-Gatty, Garter King of 
Arms who agreed with him. 

Bentley eventually succeeded Wragge as Lord Mayor 
in 1906, but tragically died after only a few weeks in 
office. 

Wragge died on 27 December 1933, aged 79, and 

was buried just a few yards away from his bete-noir 
(see below). 

He left Effects of 34,356 6s 4d. 

Ahead to the next cross junction. At the junction and 
on your right is the double plot monument to 

William Bentley. 
 

13. William Bentley (1853-1907) 

  

William, born at 
Nether 
Poppleton, York 
was a Bookseller 
who was 
apprenticed to 

Charles Lever 
Burdekin in 1866 
before setting up 
his own 
Booksellers 

business at 53 

Coney Street. 

He held high 
office in the 
YMCA movement 

Freeman of York in 1875 

Sheriff of York, 1903, 1904 & 1905  
(To V Wragge) 

Alderman 1904 until his death in 1907 
Lord Mayor 1906-7 

 

as President of its NE Union in 1905, and was a 
Diocesan lay reader and Sunday School teacher. 

He died in Office at the Mansion House on 30 January 

1907, aged 53, of pneumonia and heart failure 
leaving Effects of £16,555 19s 4d. 

His term of Office was completed by Samuel Border, 
who is buried elsewhere in the cemetery (See Lord 
Mayors Trail 1).   

His widow gave a stained glass window to Clifton 
Parish Church in memory of their marriage there in 

July 1882. 

In 1903 he had been Sheriff of York, a period marred 
by his feud with the Lord Mayor, Robert Horton 
Vernon Wragge (see above) 
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Turn right and walk the full length of this path to the 

'T' junction (the Chapel is to your right). Turn left. 
Ahead toward the end of this path to pass the pink 
Capaldi grave on your right. Beyond this grave and 
immediately before a birch tree is the monument to 
Charles Oliver. 
 

14. Charles Oliver (1889-1964) 

Conservative Councillor (Scarcroft 

Ward) 1937-1946, 1949 -1950 
Sheriff of York 1941-2 to the first 
woman Lord Mayor, Edna Crichton 

Alderman 1950-1964 
Lord Mayor  1953-4 

Charles was a Director and 
Chairman of the family firm, 

Whitby C Oliver & Sons. The 
company, trading as furnishers, 
french polishers, cabinet 
makers and funeral directors, 

had been started by Whitby C Oliver in 1897. Whitby 

had been an apprentice to John Taylor, cabinet maker 
and upholsterer of Coney Street. The company was  
based in Micklegate until the 1970's. 

Charles was a member of the York Merchant 
Adventurers Company 1946 and Governor of St 
Peter's School. 

He was member of York Rugby League Club, Fulford 
Golf Club, York Rotary Club and York Conservative 

Club and owned a racehorse. 

He was also a Freemason member of Agricola, Alcuin 
and Old Peterite Lodges. 

He was also responsible for the widely enjoyed 
festivities for the Coronation Celebrations in 1953 

which included street parties, a river Gala, Coronation 
Ball and open-air dancing in Parliament Street. He 
went to London for the Coronation and had his own 
special chair in the Abbey which he brought back to 
the Mansion House. 

He died on 13 November 1964, aged 75. 

Ahead. Turn right at the 'T' junction. Ahead. Ignore 

the path on your right. Turn right immediately before 
the black cross to George Vernon. After 10 paces note 
the Henry Atkin headstone on your right. The 
monument to William Henry Shaw is the kerb 
behind Henry Atkin. 
 

15. William Henry Shaw (1858-1944) 

Labour Councillor Micklegate Ward 

1900-1903, 1921-27, 
Labour Councillor Holgate and 
Castlegate Wards 1929-1938 

Sheriff of York 1923 (To W Dobbie) 
Lord Mayor 1935-6 

William was born in Norton, 
Malton, starting his railway 

career as a Porter at Frickley 
before becoming a Signalman, 
then a Station Master and, 
finally an inspector in the 

General Superintendents Office at York. He retired in 

1925 after 44 years Railway service. 

He was an ardent Trade Unionist. In 1883 he joined 

the Associated Society of Railway Servants of England, 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales which had been formed 
in 1872 (in 1913 to become the major part of the 
National Union of Railwaymen). He was elected to its 
Executive Committee in 1902. 

He was also a prominent member of the Co-operative 

movement as a director of the York Industrial and 
Equitable Society under whose wing he became the 
first Labour member of York Council in 1900. On two 
subsequent occasions he was returned to the Council, 
retiring in 1938. 

At one time he was chairman of the Eastern Ainstey 
bench of magistrates (West Riding). 

He also supported the Blue Coat School, the 
Wilberforce School for the Blind and the York County 
Hospital. 

A keen football supporter, he was a founder member, 
in 1922, and later a director of York City FC. 

He died on 24 July 1944, aged 85 leaving effects of 
£213. 

On the other side of the path and just beyond the 
silver birch is the Edwin John Rymer Monument. 
 

16. Edwin John Leetham Rymer (1870-1941) 

Conservative Councillor; 

Monk Ward 1920-1924 
Heworth Ward 1925-1933 

Sheriff 1925 (To Wm Wright) 
Lord Mayor 1928-9 

Edwin was the son of Sir 
Joseph Sykes Rymer who was 
Lord Mayor in 1877, 1899 and 

1912 (see Lord Mayors Trail 2) 
and was associated with the 
family coal business. 

He was a prominent local Methodist preacher 
attached to what is now known as the Central 
Methodist Chapel in St Saviourgate. At that time it 
was known as the Centenary Chapel because it was 

built in 1840 to mark a hundred years of Methodism. 

On his election as Lord Mayor he intimated that it 
would be a 'dry' year in the Mansion House and the 
money saved would be used to endow a cot at the 
County Hospital. 

He was a Member of the York Merchant Adventurers 

Company 1930. 

He died at the Adelphi Hotel, Harrogate, on 29 
November 1941 aged 71. He left Effects of £95,490 
including £1,000 each to the Methodist Overseas 
Missionary Society and the Methodist Home 
Missionary Society. 

Ahead to 'T' junction. Turn right. After a few paces 

note the black headstone to Joseph Cunningham. 
Behind and to the right of this headstone is the 
sunken chest tomb of Charles William Shipley. 
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17. Charles William Shipley (1865-1938) 

Labour councillor Micklegate Ward 

1913 
Alderman 1918 - until his death in 

1938 
Sheriff of York 1915-1918 (To WA 

Forster-Todd) 
Lord Mayor 1929-30 

Charles had created a record 
by being Sheriff of the City for 
four consecutive years, 1915-
1919. WW1 was a period when 
no Elections were held and 

incumbents of the various posts were required to 
continue in office until the cessation of hostilities. 

He was a man of forceful character, with a great 

capacity for Municipal affairs. He began public life as 
a local leader of the Labour Party, being one of its 
earliest members to be returned to the City Council. 

In 1919 he resigned from the Labour Party, after 
carrying on working during a railway strike, and 
joined the Conservative Party eventually  becoming 
that party's leader in the Council. 

Charles was an engine driver on the old North 
Eastern Railway and drove the Royal Train during the 
tour of King George and Queen Mary to the industrial 
centres of the North-east during WWI. 

He finished his railway career as an Inspector of 

Locomotives retiring from railway service at the time 
he became Lord Mayor. 

He died on 30 June 1938, aged 73. Leaving effects of 
£1303 to his son, the Rev JW Shipley, a clergyman in 
Lancashire. 

Facing Shipley turn right. At 'T' junction turn left at 

the Brown headstone. Ahead the full length of this 
path. Just before the 'T' junction and on your left is 
the monument to Harold Chapman de Burgh. 
 

18. Harold de Burgh Chapman (1886-1947) 

Freeman of York 1907 

Councillor, Knavesmire Ward 1937 
until his  death in 1947 

Sheriff in 1942 (To E Lacy) 
Lord Mayor 1944-5 

Harold Chapman, otherwise 
Harold de Burgh Chapman, was 
the son of William Chapman 

(who assumed the additional 
surname of De Burgh in 1890 
and was known as the Count 
de Burgh). 

By profession Harold was an Estate agent, Surveyor 
and Valuer with offices in Stonegate and was a 
Founder member of the Valuers Institute of Great 
Britain. 

In his free time he was a talented conjurer and stage 

lighting expert on the amateur stage. 

He died in 1947, aged 61, leaving effects of £15,800. 

He chose his wife Alma as his Lady Mayoress during 
his term in office. Following Harold's death Alma was 
Lady Mayoress on two other occasions, for Ernest 
Harwood in 1950-1 and Ivy Gladys Wightman in 
1961-2. 

Ahead to 'T' junction. Turn right and right again. 

Ahead to 'T' junction and turn left. After 10 paces 
note the Kilgallon headstone on the left of the path. 
Opposite this headstone is the flat slab monument to 
William Horsman. 
 

19. William Horsman (1881-1948) 

Labour Councillor (Walmgate Ward) 

1912 
Independent Councillor (Castlegate 

Ward) 1945 
Independent Councillor (Walmgate 
Ward) 1945 until his death in 1948 

Alderman 1929 - 1945 
Lord Mayor 1940-41 

William 'Twabby' Horsman  was 

an Overseer in the Cream 
Department at Rowntree & Co, 
but after 26 years’ service took 

early retirement in 1931 at the age of 50 which was 
very unusual for a working man at that time. 

Boards of Guardians, who administered workhouses 
were created by the Poor Law Amendment Act 1834. 

York's Poor Law Union was formed on 15 July 1837 
with its operation overseen by an elected Board of 
Guardians, one from each of its 79 constituent 
Parishes. 

William was elected to the Board of Guardians in 
1910, where his outspoken views often caused 

meetings to erupt in uproar. 

At sometime he was a director of York Co-operative 
Society and was a champion of the poor, especially 
with regard to housing. Horsman Avenue, a street of 
council dwellings close to the Cemetery, was named 
after him. 

In the Second World War, during his Mayoralty, he 

would provide entertainments for the servicemen at 
the Mansion House, then take any leftovers to share 
with Albert Cooke, Civil Defence Officer, who was 
stationed at the Guildhall, where he would often stay 
chatting until the early hours of the morning. 

William  died in 1948, aged 67 

Facing Horsman turn right retracing your steps. 

Ahead and at the short steps turn left onto the path.. 
Ahead to cross junction (the Cross of Sacrifice is to 
your left). Diagonally opposite on your left is the 
monument to Thomas Morris. 
 

20. Thomas Morris (1867-1950) 

Progressive (Liberal) Councillor 

(Walmgate Ward) 1913-25 
Liberal Councillor (Fishergate Ward) 

1925-30 
Independent Councillor (Fishergate 

Ward) 1930-35 
Alderman 1936-49 
Lord Mayor 1936-7 

Thomas was Apprenticed in the 

building trade and started his 
own business as a Master 
Plasterer and Builder in 1897. 

He was Chairman of the Catholic Benefit and Thrift 
Society 1913. 

continued overleaf 
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Thomas Morris continued 

During his term in Office he entertained King George 
VI and the Queen Mother to lunch at the Mansion 
House following their visit to Terry's factory on 19 
October 1937. 

At the end of his term as Lord Mayor the Selection 
Committee asked him to remain in office for a second 
year. On hearing that only four of its seven members 

had voted for him he declined and Charles Thorburn 
Hutchinson was elected in his stead (See Section 10 
above). 

He died in 1950, aged 83 

Thomas chose his daughter, Kathleen, to be his Lady 
Mayoress during his term in office. Kathleen who was 

a Conservative Councillor for Fishergate Ward (1949) 

and an Alderman (1952-1957) also served as Lady 
Mayoress to William Horsman in 1940-41. 

Turn left and go to the Cross of Sacrifice. Facing the 
Cross and to your right is the flat chest tomb to 
Edwin Gray. 
 

21. Edwin Gray (1848-1929) 

Alderman 1897-1905 

Lord Mayor 1897-8, 1902-3 

See also Section 8 above. 

Edwin was born into the 

prominent York family of 
Solicitors in 1847. He was 
educated at St Peters School, 
York (1857-1864) and Trinity 
College, Cambridge and was 

admitted as a Solicitor in 1872. 

The family firm had offices in Low Petergate and 
moved to its present site in Duncombe Place in 1897, 
the year when Edwin, at the time neither an 
Alderman or Councillor, first became Lord Mayor. 

The Gray family owned Grays Court which has a 
section of the City walls at the bottom of the garden. 

In the 1830's much of the City Walls were in poor 

repair and the City leaders had commenced to repair 

and restore them and to provide a public footpath 

along the top. By the 1880s much of the work had 
been completed except for that section at the bottom 
of the gardens belonging to the Dean and Edwin Gray. 

Neither Edwin nor the Dean wanted their romantic 
garden feature transformed into a newly repaired wall 
and certainly not into a wall with a walk-way from 

which the public could stare down into their once-
private gardens. Solicitor Edwin said he would sue the 
City leaders for trespass if they tried to touch “his” 
Walls. 

However, by 1887 a deal was done. This section of 
Walls were donated to the City and the Walls were 
restored to a good state of repair complete with their 

public footpath.  However, Edwin retained the right of 

access which remains as the only private access to 
the City Walls.    

Edwin was made Lord Mayor of York a few years after 
the restoration. 

He was Director of the Yorkshire Insurance Company 
for 50 years and its Chairman 1912-1929.  

This was an age of new inventions and Edwin was at 
the forefront in adopting them. His office telephone 
number was York 2 and when Motor Vehicle 
Registration was introduced on 1 January 1904, his 
car, a 10hp yellow Wolseley, was first in the queue, 
and was allotted the number DN1. He retained this 

number, transferring it in turn to each new car, and 
on his death it passed to his daughter, Helen Faith.  

Her husband, Col. Gardner eventually gave the 
number to Cyril Myton who often acted as his 
chauffeur. Myton finally gave it to the Corporation and 
to this day the Lord Mayor's official limousine carries 
DN1, the appropriate registration number for the first 

citizen. 
Edwin died at Grays Court on 18 May 1929, aged 82 
leaving Effects of £36,856 3s 7d. 

From the Cross of Sacrifice turn right then left and 
then right again to make your way back to the 
Gatehouse and the end of the Trail.
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APPENDIX 1 

SELECTING THE LORD MAYOR 

 
Prior to 1835 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the York 

corporation was a 'closed' or self-electing body and 
Lord Mayors were selected from the Aldermanic 
bench or, as has happened on a few occasions, was 
an influential citizen who could afford to entertain in 
the manner expected. 

1835 - 1972 

The Municipal Corporations Reform Act 1835 was 

passed to make Councils more efficient and 
democratic. In York the old two chamber system was 
replaced by a single body with the Aldermen and 
Councillors given equal status. The office of 
Chamberlain was abolished, and the number of 
Sheriffs was reduced to one. 

Freemen and men owning property in the city rated 
at £10 or more could vote to elect Councillors, who 
then selected the Aldermen and thereby the Lord 
Mayor. Should a candidate decline the position of 
Lord Mayor, a fine was payable. By 1903 this was 
£100, but was gradually reduced to £5 by 1932 and 
eventually to a nominal 5/- (25 pence). 

This system of selecting the Lord Mayor from the 
Aldermen ensured that the Lord Mayor usually 
belonged to the majority party. 

1972 - Present 

Following the Local Government Act 1972 it was  

agreed to alternate the honour between the two 
principal parties (Conservative and Labour). But this 
had to be revised in November 1979 after the re-
emergence of the Liberals in civic politics. 

Since then a points system based on the number of 
seats held and for how long ensures that even the 

minority parties occasionally get a chance to 

nominate the Lord Mayor from amongst their 
members who have been councillors for at least five 
years. After the Mayoral election the Party's points 
are reduced by a sum equal to the total number of 
seats on the Council. 

The Mayoral Year 

On 12 December 1489 Henry VII issued a new order 
for the election of the Lord Mayor. This required him 
to be elected on the feast of St Maurus (15 January) 
and to take office on the feast of St Blaise (3 
February). 

After the implementation of the Municipal 
Corporations Reform Act 1835 the Lord Mayor was 

elected in November and took office the same day, an 
arrangement which applied until 1949 when mayor 
making was moved to May. 
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APPENDIX 2 

Key: (1) Indicates Lord Mayors Trail 1, (2) Indicates Lord Mayors Trail 2 

LORD MAYORS of YORK BURIED in YORK CEMETERY

    Year(s) of Office 

Agar, Joseph (1)  1881-2, 1888-9 

    1889-90 

Anderson, Edward Richard (2) 1856-7 

Bentley, William (2)  1906-7 (Died) 

    S. Border (1*) 

Birch, James (1)  1908-9, 1909-10 

Border, Samuel (1)  1898-9, 

    1906 (Part)             

Brown, George   1878-9 

Carter, Thomas (2)  1910-11 

Chapman de Burgh, Harold (2) 1944-5 

Clark, Sir Wm Stephenson (1) 1839-40 

Clarke, William Fox  1861-2, 1862-3 

Close, John (1)   1884-5, 1891-2, 

    1892-3 

Colburn, John (1)  1869-70 

Cooper, Henry   1851-2 

Evers, Richard (1)  1852-3, 1859-60 

Foster, Lancelot (2)  1901-2 

Gray, Edwin (2)   1897-8, 1902-3 

Gray, William (2)  1844-5 

Hearson, Wm Hutchenson (1) 1815, 1827 

Heppell, Malcolm  1987-8 

Horsman, William (2)  1940-1 

Hutchinson, Chas Th'burn (2) 1937-8 

Lacey, Edward   1942-3 

Leeman, George (2)  1853-4, 1860-1, 

    1870-1 

March, John (1)  1873-4 

Matterson, William  1841-2 

Matthews, Philip  1890-1 (Died) 

    Joseph Terry (1*) 

Meek, James (2)  1836-7, 1848-9, 
    1850-1 

Meek, Sir James (Jnr) (1) 1855-6, 1865-6, 
    1866-7 

Melrose, James (1)  1876-7 

Milward, Sir Chris Annakin (2) 1895-6, 1896-7 

Morris, Thomas  (2)  1936-7 

Oliver, Charles (2)  1953-4 

Pulleyn, Reginald (1)  1988-9 

Purnell, Edward William 1900-1 

Richardson, William (1)  1845-6 

Rooke, Edward   1875-6 

Rymer, Edwin John Leetham (2)1928-9 

Rymer, Sir Joseph Sykes (1) 1887-8, 

    1899-1900, 

    1907-8, 1912-13 

Seymour, George Hicks  (2) 1849-50 

Shaw, William Henry (2) 1935-6 

Shipley, Charles William (2) 1929-30 

Simpson, Sir John (1)  1836 

Steward, Henry (1)  1972-3 

Terry, Sir Joseph (1)  1874-5, 1885-6, 
    1886-7, 

    1890 (Part) 

Varey, William (1)  1877-8 

Varey, Thomas   1882-3 

Wade, Edwin (1)  1864-5 

Walker, William (2)  1871-2 

Watkinson, Thomas Samuel (2)1879-80 (Died) 

    W Wilberforce (1*) 

Weatherley, Ralph (1)  1867-8 

Wilberforce, Wm Wilkinson (1) 1879-80 (Part) 

Wood, John (1)   1857-8 

Wragge, Robert H Vernon (2) 1903-4, 

    1904-5, 1905-6, 
    1931-2 

*Completed the Term of Office following the death of 

the incumbent Lord Mayor
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APPENDIX 3 

The GUILDHALL and MANSION HOUSE

The Guildhall 

The medieval Guildhall was built between 1437 and 
1449 as a meeting place for the smaller Trades Guilds 
which did not have their own halls. 

The Council originally held its meetings in a building 

on Ouse Bridge but, after the centre arch was 
destroyed by a flood in 1564 it moved into St 

William's Chapel at the Micklegate end of the bridge. 

When the medieval bridge was replaced with the 
present one between 1810 and 1820 the Councillors 
moved again to a purpose built Chamber on the 
downstream side of the Guildhall. In 1891 they 

migrated to their present  home in a new Council 
Chamber built on the upstream side. 

One of the saddest moments of York's history was the 
night of 29 April 1942 when the Baedeker raid took 
the lives of over 70 York citizens as well as causing 
severe damage to many buildings in the City 
including the station and the Guildhall. 

The Guildhall reconstruction was completed 19 years 
later when it was reopened in 1960 by the Queen 
Mother. Representatives of Munster, York's German 
twin town, were present as that city had contributed 

to the restoration costs. Lord Mayor Albert Philipson 
had attended Munster's celebrations for the 
restoration of their 500 year old Town Hall. 

The Mansion House 

The Mansion House was built between the Guildhall 
and St Helen's Square as a residence for Lord Mayors 
and their families while they were in Office and as a 
place to store the Civic records. Building began in 

1725, and in 1730 the first Lord Mayor moved in. 

It is the oldest Mansion House in England and the 
only one still lived in by the Lord Mayor. With the 
Guildhall and Council Chamber it forms the focus of 
Civic activity in York.

 

 

 

 

We really hope you enjoyed this trail. Why not try another one. 
We hope you enjoyed this trail and that it inspired you to find out more about York Cemetery. 

A trail of this kind can give only a flavour of what the Cemetery has to offer, so why not: 

• Try one of our guided walks 

• Become a Friend of York Cemetery 

• Become a Volunteer 

(Pick up a leaflet or see the website for more details) 

This Trail was originally prepared by Helen Nightingale and Hugh Murray in 1994 from the original research by David 
Poole. It was modified in 2017 by Dennis Shaw.  Artwork by K Lea 
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Friends of York Cemetery 

Lord Mayors Trail No 2  

Approx. time 
1½ hours+ 

 Regd. Charity No. 701091 
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