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Friends of York Cemetery 

Some Industrialists of the City of York 
One of a series of trails to enhance your enjoyment of the Cemetery 

Best enjoyed: All Year Round 

Approx. time 
1½ hours + 

INTRODUCTION
This Trail will take you around the 8 acres of the 
Victorian Section visiting 10 graves of people who 
have contributed to the Industrial wealth of the fine 

City of York. This Trail compliments our other Trail 
'More Industrialists of the City of York' which visits a 
further such people. 

The large-scale Industrial Revolution experienced by 
other cities passed York by, resulting in a mix of small 

industries and craft based businesses. 

This Trail will introduce you to some of York's well, 
and also lesser, well known Industrialists. Some 

skilled craftsmen experienced improving fortunes 
based on their industry and reputation. Others 
experienced downward fortunes due to 

industrialisation; mechanisation was to some, a great 
threat.

THE TRAIL 

!! FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY PLEASE KEEP TO THE PATHS AT ALL TIMES !!

At the Cemetery entrance turn left to pass the white 

building on your right. Ahead to the north boundary 
wall and turn right onto Butterfly Walk. Ahead. Pass 
the path on your right overlooked by the Chapel. 
Ahead for 20 metres to the distinctive monument to 
JH(Harry) Cole and Job Cole on your right  

 
1. Job Cole (1836 – 1901) 

Sculptor and Monumental Mason 
 

Job lived in Lord Mayors 

Walk and had a 
workshop a short walk 
away in Gillygate. 

He was a prolific 
Sculptor & Monumental 
Mason and his work can 

be seen in and around 
York including; 

a. The grand drinking 
fountain at the entrance 
to  the Museum Gardens. 

It has 2 faces, one into 
the Museum Gardens 

and the other onto Museum Street. It was donated to 
the City by Henry Cowling a local solicitor. The 
provision of clean drinking water was much valued in 
the 19th century. 

b. Carved pillars in Holy 
Trinity church, Elvington 
which were executed in 1879. 

c. At least 27 monuments in 
York Cemetery are attributed 
to him. 

Like many local craftsmen he 

took the opportunity to show 
off his wares at the Great 
Exhibition held in York in 
1866. 

Job died at the age of 65 and 
had clearly been a 

prosperous and successful craftsman. A report told of 

him owning 15 houses rented out in the city. 

Ahead. 10 metres short of the 3 finger signpost and 
on your right is the Monument to Thomas Cooke 
with its back to you. 
 

2. Thomas Cooke (1807 – 1868) Instrument Maker 

Thomas Cooke was born in the village of Allerthorpe, 

near Pocklington in 1807. The son of a Shoemaker, he 
was to become a renowned instrument maker. 
Amongst his many achievements, he made the most 
accurate clocks of their time. He also made what was 
at that time the world’s largest telescope and created 
an observatory for the Royal Family.   

As a boy he was inspired by the tales of Captain 
James Cook and having only 2 years formal education 
he taught himself mathematics, navigation and 
astronomy with the intention of becoming a sailor. 

This ambition was “scuppered” by his mother’s pleas 
and tears when he announced he was going to Hull to 

find a ship, so he followed his father into the family 
business. It was said that 'he greatly, greatly disliked 
shoemaking and longed to get away from it'.  

 

Continued overleaf 
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Thomas Cooke continued 

He began teaching, firstly to local farmer’s children, 

then he opened a school in Bielby, later moving it to 
Skirpenbeck. All the while he continued to extend his 
knowledge.   

It was here that he met and married his wife Hannah, 
a former pupil, and made his first rudimentary 
telescope using the ground out base of a whisky 

tumbler and a tin tube. 

The next move was to York, in 1829, to teach 
mathematics at Rev. Shackley’s school in Ogleforth. It 
was in this role that he came into contact with many 
influential Gentlemen and acquired his first 
commissions for his telescopes. 

Alongside his teaching he was still developing his 

knowledge of mathematics, navigation and scientific 
instruments. 

Telescopes had been made in England for many years, 
but in 1758 the government imposed a large tax on 
the manufacturing of flint glass. Consequently 
telescope manufacturing had virtually died out and 

instruments were imported from the continent. 

Thomas and Hannah had seven children and two of 
the boys Charles Frederick and Thomas joined him in 
his first optical business, set up in Stonegate in 1836. 
This he did with his savings and a loan for £100 from 
his wife’s uncle. 

This shop has 

been preserved in 
time and can be 
seen in York's 
Castle Museum's 
Kirkgate.     

He moved from 
there to larger 

premises in Coney 
Street. In 1855 
Thomas Cooke 

and Sons set up The Buckingham Works in Bishophill, 
leaving his brother to run the Coney St. shop. Cookes’ 
telescopes soon became known as the best and 

production soared. 

Thomas Cooke and Sons made any number of items: 
- Large turret clocks, indoor case clocks, sun dials, 
pumps, nautical instruments, surveying instruments 
and much more, but the product thought to be 
closest to his heart was the telescope. 

His turret clocks adorned many great houses, 

including Chatsworth House, churches and factories, 
including Terry’s chocolate factory. One of his indoor 
clocks was the most accurate time piece of its time. 

His instruments accompanied Captain Scott to the 
South Pole and he gave astronomy lessons to Queen 
Victoria and her children after installing an 

observatory at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight.   

His pumps operated in the Spa Baths at Harrogate 
and his telescopes were used world-wide as well as 
locally at the York Philosophical Society observatory 
in the Museum gardens. 

He even ventured with his son, probably Frederick, to 

making a 3 wheeled steam driven car, which he 

demonstrated between York and Hull. It carried 15 

people and travelled at 15mph. Unfortunately, it fell 
foul of the traffic laws of the time – which only 
allowed a speed of 4mph in the countryside and 
2mph in towns and needed a man walking in front of 
the vehicle carrying a flag! Undeterred, Cooke 

dismantled his car and put the engine in a boat. 

The telescope, however, 
was nearly the downfall 
of the business when he 
took a commission from 
Sir Robert Newall to 

create a 25” refractor. To 
win the commission 
ahead of a rival from 

Dublin, Cooke made 
unrealistic time scale 
promises. Newall became 
difficult and sadly Cooke 

died at the works just 
before its completion. 
Newall tried to force the 
business into liquidation 
but a wealthy York 
industrialist called James 
Meek came to the firms 

rescue. 

The Newall telescope 
became the largest 

refracting telescope in 
the world and on Newall’s death was donated to the 
Cambridge Observatory and later it was moved to 

Greece. 

At the turn of the century the Buckingham Works 
employed 400-500 workers. It was one of the most 
complete factories in existence for the manufacture of 
surveying and astrological instruments. It was an up-
to-date factory with well equipped metal, glass, wood 
and leather workshops, etc. 

In 1915 Vickers had a 70% holding in Cookes and 
then in 1922 they joined with Troughton and Simms 
to become Cooke Troughton and Simms. 

Ahead to the finger post and turn right. Ahead to the 
'T' junction. You are now at the Centre Circle. Ahead 
of you and along the row of graves on your right are 
three adjacent monuments. The outer two 

memorialise the Rougier family. 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 
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3. Joseph Rougier - Horn Turner & Comb Maker 

The Rougier family were 
Huguenots, and were part 
of a mass exodus from 
France after the 
revocation of the 'Edict of 
Nantes' by Louis 14th. The 

family arrived in Liverpool, 
England in 1686 and 
Joseph moved to York in 
1794. 

The Edict of Nantes: - 
Issued by Henry IV of 
France it granted 

substantial rights to the 

non-Catholic Calvinistic 
Protestants. This helped 
to create harmony in the 
country. These rights 
were then revoked by 
Louis XIV, declaring 

Protestantism illegal. 
Upwards of 40,000 
Protestants left France for 
various destinations 
including England, many 

of them being skilful and industrious individuals. 

The Rougiers were horn turners and comb makers, 
using buffalo horn, white horn and tortoise shell to 

make all manner of items including drinking horns, 
powder  flasks, scoops, boxes, combs  and hair pins 
etc.. 

Set up in Railway Street and Tanner Row the business 
expanded, obtaining royal patronage to both Queen 
Adeline and later Queen Victoria. Many of the 
cottages in Railway Street were owned by the 
Rougiers who rented them out to their workers. 

In 1902 the business had a workforce of 50, however, 
by 1922 it had reduced to 5. The slump was due to 
many factors, including the loss of skilled workers 
during WWI, the use of plastic to replace horn, and 
changes in fashion. 

The factory had been one of the largest of its kind in 
the country but closed in 1931 after 136 years in 
business. 

Part of the workshop  was  reconstructed as part of 
Kirkgate in the Castle Museum. However, it has now 
been removed. 

Beyond and to the left of the Rougier graves, three 

flat slate stones memorialise the Walker family. 
These graves are inaccessible. 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

4. John Walker (1801 – 1853) - Iron Founder 

John was born in the 
Aldwalk-Hungate area of 

York in 1801. In 1815 he 
began a 7 year bound 
apprenticeship with 

Thomas and Joseph 
Gibson, Ironmongers of 
Pavement. 

 

We assume he was a very industrious young man as 

by 1837 he had bought out the foundry and set up 

his own business, Iron and Brass Founder, Bell 
Hanger and Smith of Dixon's Yard, Walmgate, 
situated on the banks of the Foss. The location 
chosen to take advantage of water-borne transport.    

He married Jane Thomlinson in 1827 and they had 7 
children. The Foss area  was a notoriously unsanitary 
slum prone to diseases including Cholera and TB. 

Possibly as a result of the bad living conditions only 2 
of the children survived and only one, William 
survived beyond his 23rd year. 

John was a Church warden at St Denys Church and 
also a City Commissioner. He paid for his workers to 
have singing lessons and thus raised an efficient 

Church Choir. 

By 1851 he employed 52 men and by 1861 he was 
employing upwards of 100 men. He was an astute 
businessman and undercut many competitors to 
acquire prestigious contracts. 

He made the gates for Kew Gardens. His tender was 
£6,786, £500 cheaper than even the local London 
tenders, and he had to transport the gates from York.  

This work earned him the patronage of Queen 
Victoria and he was granted permission to add 'Iron 
Founder & Purveyor of Smithy Work to The Queen' on 
his letterhead. 

Other notable works were the railings for the British 

Museum, Gates and Railings for Sandringham House 
and the estates of many large landowners. 

More locally he made the first gas lamps and railings 
for St Leonard's Place and the iron roof trusses for 
the South Nave of York Minster after a fire in 1843. 
He also made the gates and railings for York 

Cemetery. 

After his death in 1853 he was succeeded by his son 

William who continued to develop the business, and 
whose grave you will visit later. 

Retrace your way towards Butterfly Walk. About 2/3 
of the way down this path, turn right at the cross 
junction adjacent to the Santorosa monument on 
your left. About 20 metres along this curving path 

and on your left is the dominant slate slab monument 
to the Terry family. Its back faces you.   

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

5. Joseph Terry (1793–1850) 
Confectioner & Chocolatier 

The grave, a brick lined vault 
the construction of which took a 
group of men working overnight 
using many candles to complete 
in time for the burial the 

following day. 

Born in Pocklington in 1793, the 

son of a local baker, he became 
apprenticed to an apothecary in 
York practising in Stonegate, 
before setting up his own 

business in Walmgate.  

Continued overleaf 
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Joseph Terry continued 

He married Harriet Atkinson a farmer’s daughter from 

Leppington, near Malton. He gave up his Walmgate 
business to join Harriet’s brother-in-law who ran a 
family confectioners in St. Helens Square in York, 
thus creating the partnership of Terry and Berry.   

Berry left the business in 1828 and Joseph Terry was 
on his own. With all the experience of his father’s 

bakers and his apothecary training, he was well 
placed to develop all sorts of new products and the 
business expanded. These ranged from boiled sweets, 
marmalade, medical lozenge, mushroom ketchup and 
'Love Hearts', which had a likeness to Prince Albert 
and the Crystal Palace along with mottos such as 'can 
you polka' and 'How do you flirt'   

His astute business sense allowed him to make good 
use of the developing railways and he set up retail 
outlets across the country. By 1850 he was employing 
127 workers, second only to the city's glass works.   

He died aged 56 and was, apparently, described as a 
'roly-poly of a man'. It seems that he may have made 

it his business to sample his products to make sure 
they were up to scratch!   

Following his 
death, 3 of his 
sons took over 
the business 
and it 

continued to 
prosper under 
the leadership 
of his middle 
son, Joseph, 
who we will 
meet later. 

Retrace your way to the cross junction. Turn right and 
right again onto Butterfly Walk. Ahead to the 3 
dominant fir trees on your left. Immediately before 
the fir trees on your left is the monument to Donald 
Welton Shepherd. 

Rest awhile on the bench on the other side of the 

path dedicated to Donald Welton Shepherd 
 

6. Donald Welton Shepherd (1918 – 1997) 

Builder & Inventor. 

Donald was the grandson of Frederic Shepherd, a 
local joiner and undertaker who established his 
business in 1890. 

Frederick's two sons, 

Frederick Welton & William, 

joined the family firm. The 
elder son, William, 
emigrated leaving Frederick  
Welton to take over the 
business on his father’s 

death. 

Expansion continued, 
taking in local firms and by 
the 1930s had a workforce 
of around 700. Four of 
Frederick Welton's sons, 

including Donald, continued to expand the business 

maintaining the Company Ethos – Shepherd 
Companies Have Traditionally Pursued Excellence In 

Design, Management And Craftsmanship. 

Donald was described as a practical man who thought 
locally and acted globally. He began work in the 
family firm of F Shepherd and Son in 1933 aged 15. 

By 1952 he had become the saviour of building site 

labourers throughout the country. He invented a 10 
ton cement silo that could transport cement and 
dispense it to the work area where it was needed.  Up 
to this time the cement would have been delivered on 
a wagon and then the labourers would have to bag it 
up and carry it on their backs to their working area - 

an arduous task.  This idea was then expanded to 
carry all means of goods - powders, animal feeds and 

the like.   

Nine years later he produced his most famous 
invention - at least the one for which he is best 
remembered....The Portakabin. The idea of a portable 
building was not new, but Donald's genius was to 

design a light weight structure that could be delivered 
on the back of a lorry, was suitable for all climates, 
and could be assembled by a single fit person.  This 
revolutionised the building site both in this country 
and later around the world. It became the hub where 
everyone met to plan, discuss, shelter and most 
importantly drink tea! 

It developed from the site cabin, through Pullman 

models to ones that could be stacked into 
skyscrapers, provide classrooms, operating theatres, 
doctor’s surgeries, libraries and anything else where 
space was needed. 

During the Falkland war 600 were sent out to form 

garrisons, Air Traffic control centres and the saving 
grace of any outdoor event - 'the Portaloo'. 

He was awarded the O.B.E. for his work and locally 
was involved with many activities within the City and 
was a contributor to the Cemetery Chapel Fund. 

Donald Shepherd died on holiday in the Western Isles 
of Scotland on 27 March 1997, aged 79.   

From the bench, turn right up the path away from the 

wall. Ahead and turn right up the steps. 

*Wheelchair users should follow the directions 
overleaf 

!! TAKE CARE ON THE STEPS !! 

Continued overleaf 
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Ahead to the dominant tree on your right. 

Immediately beyond the tree is the monument to 

Joseph Terry 

* Directions for wheelchair users 

Continue along the curving path. Turn right at the 
cross junction to pass the bench on you left dedicated 
to Stephen Magson. Turn right just before the next 

bench. Follow the curving path to a cross junction 
and turn right. Ahead to the dominant tree on your 
left. Immediately before the tree is the monument to 
Joseph Terry 
 

7. Sir Joseph Terry (1828 – 1898) - Confectioner 

Within a few years of taking over the helm from his 

father, Joseph junior leased a new site at 

Clementhorpe, close to the river Ouse. The chosen 
site enabled vital supplies of sugar, cocoa, etc and 
coal, to run the new steam powered factory, to be 
shipped in close to the works. Production at the St 
Helen's Square site ceased and that became a shop 
and restaurant. 

Production continued to grow at Clementhorpe, until 
the firm moved once more to a new site on 
Bishopthorpe Road. 

Terry’s also acquired its own cocoa plantation in 
Venezuela so as to guarantee the standard of  cocoa 
for its products. The production of chocolate began to 
play a much bigger role, the company producing All 

Gold in 1930 and the famous Chocolate Orange in 
1931. 

The impressive clock which adorned the tower of the 
Bishopthorpe Road factory was made by Thomas 
Cooke who we met earlier on this Trail. 

Sir Joseph was educated at St. Peter’s in York and 
married twice, firstly to Frances Goddard. They had 3 

sons before she sadly died. He then married Margaret 
Thorpe and they had a son and 3 daughters. 

He was Lord Mayor of York on 4 occasions, Governor 
of the Merchant Adventurers and a Freeman of the 
City and was knighted in 1887. 

As well as his involvement in the factory, Sir Joseph 

supported many things within the City. These 
included being on the board of the Bootham Asylum, 
Deputy Chair of the new York Water Works, Governor 
of Yorkshire Fine Arts and Industrial institute. He was 
also a member of the York Race Committee. 

He died in 1898 at the Royal Station Hotel, York of 

heart failure, said to have been caused by over 

exertion while trying to win a by-election to become a 
Member of Parliament for York. 

After his death the company continued under the 

leadership of his son, Sir Frances Terry, and his 
grandson Noel Terry. They ceased to control the 
business in 1963 when it was taken over by Forte’s. 

An obituary in the Yorkshire Herald read, 'There was 

no person in the City more loved and respected and 
no one who was more possessed with the qualities 
that constitute a genial and amiable English man' 

Two alms houses, for over 60's couples, were built in 
his memory in a section of garden in the Dame 

Middleton hospital in Skeldergate at a public 

subscription cost of £1,020. 

Ahead to the first cross junction (Wheelchair users 
will turn around). Turn right onto a path which curves 

to the right. Where the path curves left note the 
dominant and impressive monument to the  
Leetham family on your right. 
 

8. Henry Leetham (1833– 1896) - Flour Miller 

Leetham’s flour mill was 
started in 1860s at 
Wormald’s Cut on the River 
Foss by Henry Leetham. 
Henry was born in Barlby, 

the 3 times Great 

Grandson of an Acomb 
farmer Thomas Lethom, 
and the son of a steam 
shipping pioneer. 

Henry first joined a 
Solicitor's office before 
moving on to Banking and 
then setting up his own 

Mill. The business began slowly and used traditional 
steam powered mill stones.  In the 1880s Leethams 

introduced a new system from the Netherlands which 
used steel rollers to replace the old mill stones and 
business expanded rapidly. 

Between 1888 and 1889, Leethams expansion 

brought much more traffic to the rivers Foss and 

Ouse which had been in steady decline due, in part, 
to the coming of the railways. Leetham and Sons 
carried a substantial tonnage on the river. They 
helped to persuade the Ouse Navigation trustees to 
build a new lock at Naburn and also negotiated an 
enlargement of the lock on the Foss at Castle Mills 
Bridge. 

An active Wesleyan and Temperance reformer he was 
described as a great reader and thinker. Henry was 
Sheriff of York 1892/3, and a councillor for the 
Monkgate Ward. 

The Yorkshire Gazette reported on 31st March 1849 
about about an Iron vessel;   

'An Iron vessel of beautiful model and design and 
new construction has just been built by Messrs T & W 
Pim of Hull upon the plan invented by Mr. Henry 
Leetham of York, the managing owner of Leethams 
Mill.   

Continued overleaf 
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Henry Leatham continued 

The vessel which is called 'Ariel' which is put together 

in St. Georges foundry and moved to Messrs Pims 
shipyard to receive her cabin and fittings prior to 
launch. 

Designed for the Hull to York trade for goods and 
passengers, built for speed, large capacity of both 
cabin and hold and least agitation of water when in 

motion'. A special paddle design to diminish the 'back 
water' which is detrimental to the river banks and 
canals had been designed and if successful in all its 
designs would be copied for use on other waterways. 

Henry died at his Burnholme home due to what 
appears to have been a brain bleed. Over 300  
workers followed his cortège from his home through 

the streets of York to the Chapel at York Cemetery. 
The service was attended by family and many 
prominent people of York.   

The firm became Henry 
Leetham and Sons Ltd.  In 
1899, the prospectus 

showed a profit of £50,000 
a year, and in the late 90’s 
supplied almost 9,000 
wholesale customers, and 
had premises in Hull, 
Newcastle and Cardiff. It 
continued to prosper 

under the control of Henry 

Ernest (see below) until in 
1926 when it was acquired 
by Spillers who, in 1936, 
closed the mill with the 

loss of around 
1,000 jobs, a 

bitter blow to 
the work force in 
York. 

 

 

 

Henry Ernest Leetham (1861 – 1923) 

Henry Ernest Leetham was 
the 2nd son of Henry and 
was fully involved with the 
firm, helping to transform 
it into one of York’s leading 
companies. 

He also became a Sheriff 
of York 1912/13 this being 
the first time that the post 
had been held by a father 
and son in the City. He was 
also a Governor of the 
Merchant Adventurers 

between 1915 & 1919. 

During the war many of 
Leetham's skilled men 

were earning less as soldiers than they were at the 
mill. Henry Ernest made up the shortfall in salary so 
that the families did not suffer hardship. 

Together with his involvement with the Leetham 

family firm, he became the first non 'Terry' to hold 

the post of Chairman of Joseph Terry and Sons. 
According to Noel Terry 'We were going through the 
doldrums when he came in and he added great life to 
the place and his connection is one I have never 
ceased to be thankful for' 

According to Noel Terry 'My Father in-law Ernest 
Leetham and his family used to invade Coney St. 
every Saturday morning with a Victoria and pair [two 
horse carriage] and a car was not seen. In those days 
the ladies wore very large hats' 

He married Mary Hannah Conig and they bought land 
in Dringhouses on which he built the family home 
called 'Aldersyde'. He commissioned Walter Penty to 
design the house but it was finally finished by his son 

Arthur Penty. 

Henry & Mary had 3 daughters, 2 of whom married 
into the Terry family who lived on the Mount, and 
were family friends.  Constance Leetham married 
Joseph Edward Terry and Kathleen Leetham married 

Noel Goddard Terry. Noel and Kathleen moved to 
Tadcaster Road having a house built there naming it 
Goddards, now owned by the National Trust and open 
to the public. 

Sadly, Henry Ernest committed suicide 3 years after 
the death of his wife Mary. 

Return to the cross junction & turn right. Ahead & 
cross the junction with Lime Avenue. Pass the 

leaning black cross to Tom Parker on your right. 10 
metres before the next cross junction is the 
monument to William Tomlinson Walker on your 
right. 
 

9. William Thomlinson-Walker  (1828 - 1911)  
Iron Founder. 

William Tomlinson was 
the only surviving child 
of John Walker who we 
met earlier in this Trail. 

Born at Wormald Cut and 

baptised William he 
married Sarah Thomas in 

1855. In the 1870s, and 
keeping up with fashion, 
he incorporated his 
mother’s maiden name 
into his surname to 

become William 
Thomlinson-Walker. 

Following his father's death in 1853 he took over the 
foundry moving away from the foundry to live in 

Lawrence St. and later in Clifton Grove. 

In 1856 he sold the Dixon Yard site and moved to 76 
Walmgate, renaming the Works the Victoria Foundry 
(possibly as a result of the Royal patronage) and later, 

in 1886, expanded into No’s 78 & 80 Walmgate to 

develop showrooms. 

The business continued to expand and supplied many 
prestigious customers, making gates and railings for 
export to foreign parts including the   Botanical 

Gardens in Mauritius and for Indian Maharajas .  

Continued overleaf 
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William Tomlinson-Walker continued 

William exhibited in Agricultural shows, arts and 

crafts exhibitions and also the Great Exhibition in 
York in 1866. A leather bound book of his designs can 
be seen in the Castle Museum in York. 

Like his father he was a dedicated church man, a 
Justice of the Peace and Sheriff of York. He donated 
an impressive stained glass window to Holy Trinity 

Church in Goodramgate depicting him kneeling at the 
feet of Christ. 

He had a social conscience and reduced his 
workforce's working day by half an hour on week-
days and 1 hour on Saturdays. The workers were so 
taken by this that they presented him with an 
engraved silver ink stand, pen, pencil case, gold pen, 

letter seal and papier mache tray. 

On his death in 1911 his son John took the helm but 
unfortunately didn't have the same business acumen 
as his father and grandfather. There was a fire in 
1916, and coupled with the post war slump and no 
family to continue the business, in 1923 shortly after 

his death the firm ceased trading. 

A nice feature of this memorial is the Wrought iron 
work surround, a fitting tribute to his craft. 

Return to the cross junction and turn left onto Lime 
Avenue. Continue along this path to reach the chapel. 
Ahead, passing the back of the chapel. Just beyond 
the chapel and on your left is a bench dedicated to 

Colin Shepherd. Take the indistinct path opposite this 
bench. The 4th monument on the right is that to 
Colin Shepherd. 
 

10.  Colin Shepherd (1927 – 1998) - Building. 

Colin was the youngest brother of Donald Welton 
Shepherd who we met earlier in this Trail. He was 
known as Mr. Colin to his work force and was said to 
have a 'ready sense of humour, and provided 

unfailing support to family, friends and colleagues'. 
'You always felt better after a talk with Colin'. 

He began work for the 

company on the shop floor 

in 1948, aged 21, having 
turned down a place at 
Cambridge in favour of 
National Service. By 1954 
he had become a director 

of the family firm. 

By 1961 Shepherd 
Building Group was 
formed and Colin became 
director of the parent 
group. This division of the 
firm won many awards 

including House Builder of 
the year/Architectural design and Civic Trust awards. 

During his working life he contributed to the City by 
being a Governor of the Merchant Adventurers. He 
was a Freemason and was awarded the O.B.E. in 
1984 for his contribution to the community. A legacy 
was set up which still benefits the City today. 

His death came unexpectedly on the 30th June 1998 – 
the same day that he was due to retire after 50 years 
service in the family business. 

In his obituary a spokesman for the company said 'As 
the youngest of 6 brothers he had to learn to be 
tolerant from an early age, but he also developed a 

calm but deceptively strong independence which 
could be easily underestimated'. 'He was an 

exceptional listener who never interrupted' 

Continue on the indistinct path. Turn left and follow 
the road back to the start of the walk. 
 
Wheelchair users may prefer to continue down the 

full length of Lime Avenue. Turn right and make 
your way back to the start of the walk. 
 

Please refer overleaf for the TRAIL MAP 

We really hope you enjoyed this trail. Why not try another one. 

We hope you enjoyed this trail & that it inspired you to find out more about York 

Cemetery. A trail of this kind can give only a flavour of what is on offer, so why not: 

• Try one of our guided walks 

• Become a Friend of York Cemetery 

• Become a Volunteer 

(Pick up a leaflet or see the website for more details) 

This Trail was prepared by Linda Slack in 2019. Artwork by Keith Lea 

 
Tel: 01904 610578 

Email: yorkcemeteryvolunteers@gmail.com 

www.yorkcemetery.org.uk 

 

Regd. Charity No. 

701091 

Friends of York Cemetery 
The Cemetery Gatehouse 

Cemetery Road 

York YO10 5AJ 



Friends of York Cemetery 

   Some Industrialists of the City of York 

 

 

Approx. time 
1½ hours+ 
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Walk between Sections 

B Bench Steps 

Alternative Wheelchair route 
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FOR YOUR SAFETY 

PLEASE KEEP to the PATHS 
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ALTERNATIVE ROUTE 
for Wheelchair Users 

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE 
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