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INTRODUCTION
This Trail will guide you on an interesting walk around 
the Victorian Section of York Cemetery. As well as 
providing you with an understanding of Public and 
Second Class graves and their social history, you will 

also visit some interesting people buried in Public 
graves in this 'Garden of Death' - part of the Epitaph 

on the private grave of 25 year old Charlotte Hall, a 
Unitarian, who was the first person to be buried in 
York Cemetery on 21 January 1837. Charlotte is, 
however, buried in a private grave. 

 

THE TRAIL
!!  FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY PLEASE KEEP TO THE 

PATHS AT ALL TIMES  !! 

 
At the Cemetery Entrance turn right to pass the 
Gatehouse, brick building and pond on your right. 
Take the first path on your left - Lime Avenue. 
 

To your right is an area of mainly Public graves. 

Stop at the first large tree on your right. Note the flat 
stone memorial to David Cowling. Sarah Ann 

Shilleto's grave is an unmarked grave at the head of 
Cowling's grave. 
 

1. The First Burial in a Public Grave 
 

 

Sarah Ann, the 11 day old daughter of James Shilleto, 
bookseller of Spurriergate, died  on 27 May 1837 and 
was buried 3 days later. As James was a 
Congregationalist his daughter was interred in the 
unconsecrated part of the original eight acre 

Cemetery. On 12 November (nearly 6 months later) a 

fifth person, 18 year old Ann Richardson was placed 
in the grave and it was filled in. 

Sarah was the fifth person to be buried in the 
Cemetery and the first in a Public grave. 

 
 

Ahead and turn right at the cross junction just 
beyond the Yew tree on your right.  Ahead a short 

distance and look to your right across the mown 
grass area behind the Chapel. 

 
2. Information  - Public Graves 

 

York Cemetery opened in 1837 at a time when there 
were severe problems of burial in the overfilled City 
parish graveyards. The new Cemetery provided a 
place where all citizens, regardless of creed or rank, 
could be buried undisturbed. 

There are three main grave types in the cemetery: 

Private 

Public and 

Second Class (we will visit some of these later in the 
Trail) 

In 1837 a Private grave cost £3.15 to purchase with 
an additional Interment Fee of 10s 6d.  

Continued overleaf 
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Information - Public Graves continued  

The then Trustees decreed: 

"That the poor as well as the rich may have the 
advantages of the Cemetery, it has been decided that, 
for the persons dying in houses or tenements rated 
under £5 per annum, in the City Commissioner's 
books, the charge for a single interment shall be less 
than half the price charged to other persons" - 4s 6d 

instead of 10s 6d. 

For this privileged price which included the officiating 
minister's fee of 2s 0d as well as every other expense, 
there was, however, an unmentioned disadvantage - 
the body of the poor person would have to share the 
grave with a number of unrelated people, who in the 

unconsecrated section could be of different religions. 

These graves were known as Public graves. Unlike 
Private graves, Public graves were not purchased but 
remained the property of the Cemetery. 

In 1837 and 1838 the average number of bodies 
buried in a 7ft 6ins x 3ft grave averaged 11 but by 
the end of 1838 the Company realised that grave 

plots could be used more efficiency, ie profitably, for 
them. 

Indeed, with poor burials accounting for more than 
half the interments in the Cemetery it was necessary 
for the Company to ensure that some money could be 
made from this class of burial. So it increased the 

maximum occupancy to 18. 

However, not content with that, by June 1839 they 
were putting 24 bodies into some Public graves, 
taking at least two months to fill them. 

As horrifying as these figures may appear they do not 
approach the achievements of other Cemeteries - The 
Friends of Sheffield General Cemetery, for instance, 
have found a Public grave with 109 bodies in it. 

Even in death the poor were as closely packed 
together as they had been in the over-crowded 
tenements in which they had lived their lives. 

Look down the mown grass area to the large area of 

shrubs on your left in line with the Chapel. This area 
is the Cholera Burial Ground 

 
3. Cholera Burial Ground 

York in the 1800's was mired in poverty with large 

families living in single rooms. The poor areas were 
filthy and disease was rife. Water came from 
contaminated wells, the Ouse was polluted and the 
Foss was stagnant. The Cholera Burial Ground outside 
the City walls near the Railway Station was provided 
for victims of the 1832 and subsequent epidemics. 

However, by late 1848 and 1849, the time of the next 
epidemics, York Cemetery was open and this area to 
the rear of the Chapel and on the then southern 
boundary was set aside for these deaths. 

Eight victims of the late 1848 epidemic are buried 
here in 5 Public graves and 147 out of the 155 
victims of the 1849 epidemic are also buried here in 

30 Public graves. 

The remaining 8 victims are buried elsewhere in the 
Cemetery in Private graves. 

Return to the cross junction near the Yew tree. Go 
round to the front of the Chapel and down the ramp 
opposite the Chapel door. The path ahead of you is 
the division between consecrated ground on your 

right and unconsecrated ground on your left. 
 

4. Consecrated & Unconsecrated Ground 

To avoid the expense of building two chapels James 
Pigott Pritchett, Architect, designed a single building 
that was symmetrical about its north-south axis and 

stood it on the dividing line between the Church of 
England and Dissenters' sections. The foundation 
stone was laid on 4 April 1837 and the Chapel was 
consecrated by the Archbishop of York on 15 
September 1837. The Cemetery had been open for 
burials since January 1837. 

From the path in front of the Chapel turn immediately 

right onto the curving path with the bank on your 
right and an area of mainly Public graves on your left. 
Stop at the first set of steps. 
 

5. Information 

The area on your left contains Private as well as 
Public graves. 

In the eight acres that comprised the original 
Cemetery Public graves were 'indiscriminately' placed 
among the Private graves of the better off and not 
relegated to the least valuable parts of the site. In 
1854 the York Cemetery Company congratulated 
itself on this policy which it thought was one of the 
reasons why it was approved of so greatly by the poor. 

But having shown itself to be practising an 
enlightened policy of no class distinction in death the 
company went on to give the real reason for its policy; 

'This is advantageous to the latter (Private graves) 
for as monuments are seldom placed on Public graves 
open space is thus secured around the Tombs, which 

would otherwise be crowded together more 

frequently than at present' 

 

Continued overleaf  
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Information continued 

Thus the grave of a rich person, like his home, was 
spacious and marked, while the poor were packed 
around him in crowded anonymity. Sometime after 
this, wiser counsels prevailed and exclusive areas 
were allocated for public burials as we shall see later. 

The overcrowding was mainly in the Consecrated 
section where there were 3½ times more burials than 

in the remainder of the Cemetery. It was thus better 
to be a non-conformist or a victim of the 1849 
Cholera epidemic for then one only had to share one's 
last resting place with, on average, five others. 

By 1852 (15 years after the cemetery opened) there 
had been a total of 3,654 burials (⅓ of them children) 

in 357 Public graves, an average of 10¼ in each. 

By contrast the 756 Private graves contained only 
1,130 bodies, an average of 1½ per grave. 

It can thus be seen, with Public burials now 

amounting to ⅓ of the total, part of the 4s 6d fee 

necessarily had to go towards the profits of the 
Company. This could only be achieved with a higher 
occupancy of Public graves. 

Continue along this path and stop at the next set of 

steps.  Turn right up the steps 

!!  TAKE CARE ON THE STEPS  !! 

Ahead to the 'T' junction with Lime Avenue. Note the 

Monument to Thomas Wilkinson ahead of you forward 
of the bench. 
 

6. A Victoria Cross Hero 

 

Thomas Wilkinson, born in Marygate in 1831, gained 
his Victoria Cross (No 72) in the Crimean War at the 
Battle of Sevastopol on 7 June 1855 aged 24. The 

English and French were attacking the Quarries and 
Mamelon Vert in order to gain control of the Malakoff 
Tower. Russian fire had demolished much of the 

earthworks in the advance batteries. Thomas, under 

heavy fire, went up to the parapet and repeatedly 
repaired the damage.   

He was presented with his VC by Queen Victoria at 
Hyde Park on 26 June 1857. 

On being invalided out of the Royal Marine Artillery, 
aged 28, he became manager of Rymer's Coal & Sand 
Yard in North Street. He died of 'Exhaustion & 
Diarrhoea' on 22 September 1887, aged 55, and was 
buried with full military honours, band, procession 
and firing party.   He is buried in a Public grave with 
ten others (7 adults & 3 children). 

A headstone was later erected on the grave by the 
Officers, NCOs and men of the Royal Marine Artillery 

as a token of their respect. 

His VC medal was purchased by the RMA and is now 

held in the Royal Marine Museum in Southsea, 
Hampshire. 

Turn left along Lime Avenue. After 12m stop at the 
two chest monuments on your right just before the 
Pergola. To your left in the undergrowth and set back 
from the path is the grave of James Bolton.      

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

7. A Survivor of the Charge of the Light Brigade 

Four survivors of the Charge of the Light Brigade at 
Balaclava in 1854 are buried in the Cemetery. Two 

are in Private graves (see 19th Century Military Trail) 
and two in Public graves. 

Private James Bolton of the 4th Light Dragoons was 

taken prisoner at the infamous battle and was 
repatriated some twelve months later. At the time of 
his death on 15 April 1879, aged 67, he was a 
servant at the Barracks. He was buried four days 
later with full military honours, band, procession and 
firing party. 

The service and interment was conducted by the Rev 
Eustace Tennyson D'Eyncourt Jesse. Rev Jesse was 
the nephew of Alfred Tennyson, the poet laureate 

who wrote the poem 'Charge of the Light Brigade'. 
The young Reverend, having graduated from Durham 

University in 1877 was in his first position as curate 
in the parish of Fulford, where James lived and died. 

James shares his grave with 10 others. 

Ahead. Stop at the Pergola. 
 

8. Information 

You are now near the boundary between the original 
1837 Cemetery and its first extension on land 
purchased from Samuel Tuke in 1848. By 1890 the 

original eight acre Cemetery was nearly full with 
8,486 graves out of some 10,000 used. 5,474 of 
them had been privately purchased and another 
3,012 used for Public burials.  

They were occupied by a total of 48,233 bodies but 
only a quarter of these were in Private graves. 

The proportion of Public burials had now reached 

three-quarters of the total! 

Ahead and stop at the second cross junction. Look 
across to the mown grass area to your left. 
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9. Information 

 

With no more room for Public burials in the original 
area it was decided to set aside this grassed area, 
and a larger area you will visit later on the Trail, 

specifically for Public graves. 

When granting permission for these areas to be used 
for burial the Home Secretary had insisted on London 
Burial Board Regulations to be applied. One of the 
provisions of these regulations was that the grave 
size was increased from 7ft 6ins x 3ft to 9ft x 4ft. It 
was thus no longer necessary for the poor to be 

scattered amongst the rich to allow for the latter to 

erect their monuments! 

364 graves were set aside in the area bounded by the 
three paths and the bank.  In the next nine years, 
May 1890 to 1899, over 4,500 burials were made 
here. In the 3 year period February 1891 & March 

1894 some 2,073 bodies being  buried in 192 graves. 
Some graves were dug to 30 feet. 

To protect the grave diggers new graves were opened 
with at least one undisturbed space between them 
and previously opened graves. Then much later, when 
the used graves had consolidated, the intervening 
columns of earth could be dug out for another round 

of Public burials. 

Today, largely undisturbed for over 100 years and 
with only five of the original headstones on it, the 
area, which is regularly mown appears as an open 
lawn. 

At the rear of this area is a line of unmarked graves 
once known as the 'Flu Walk' where many of the 226 

victims of the an influenza epidemic, that lasted from 
April to June 1891, were buried. 

This new, exclusive area of Public graves filled rapidly 
during the last decade of the 19th Century so the 
Company decided to set aside, for this type of burial, 
the larger part of a 2.35 acre plot at the east end of 

the Cemetery which had once formed part of William 

Plow's Belle Vue Estate. 

Continue to the end of Lime Avenue passing the 
bench on your right. You are now in the 2.35 acre 
plot mentioned above. Go ahead for 10m. To the left 
of the small 'fir' tree is the domed top memorial to 
Vladislav Sondermajor. 

10. Memorial to a Yugoslavian Airman 

 

Colonel Vladislav R Sondermajer, who was born in 
Belgrade in 1899, fought with the Yugoslav RAF 
during World War II. When he died on 8 November 

1949 he was a European Voluntary Worker (EVW) 
living at Full Sutton Hostel. 

EVWs were displaced persons admitted into the UK 
between 1947 and 1950 in an effort to aid those 
made homeless during WWII and to alleviate the 
severe labour shortage in specified and essential 
industries in Britain. 

Because of the housing shortage, the majority of 
those accepted were single; they came under 
contract and without guarantee of naturalisation. 
Rapid assimilation into the wider community was 
hindered by hostility from Trade Unions and the fact 
that many EVWs had to reside in large camps, 

removed from contact with both their own families 
and the local populace. 

The programme was, however, one of the first 
responses to the large postwar refugee problem and 
made EVWs eligible for the benefits of Britain's 
extensive social welfare system. 

Vladislav is buried in a Public grave with 6 others 

including Mikolaj Przchodney, from the Polish 

resettlement camp at East Moor, Sutton on Forest. 

Vladislav's Monument is inscribed:- 

 'From His Freedom Fighting Patriots' 

Return to the bench and turn right onto the grass 
path. You are now in the 2.35 acre extension know as 
Soldier's Lawn (see 1st World War Military Trail). This 

area was purchased in 1868 and first used in 1899. 
Ahead to the bench on your right. Rest awhile. 
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11. Information 

 

All graves in this area are Public graves. The first 
burial here was on 15 April 1899 and all subsequent 
Public burials were made here until the demise of the 
practice in 1966. 

One grave contains 45 bodies - 4 adults, 3 children 
aged between 8 and 12, and 38 children aged 

between 6 hours and 10 months - a comment on 
infant mortality in the last century and perhaps an 
indication of how Public graves were filled. 

An area at the north end of this new ground was 
reserved for Private burial and is separated from the 
area of Public burials by a hedge. 

12. WWI War Graves 

In common with other areas of Public graves there 
are very few memorials in this area and most are 
supplied by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission after the First World War. 

This organization was founded by Royal Charter on 21 
May 1917 to be responsible for the care and 
maintenance of Cemeteries and also the graves and 

memorials wherever situated, of the officers and men 
of the naval, military and air forces of His Majesty 
who had fallen in the war or died afterwards in the 
period until 1921. 

During WWI York contained the Headquarters of 
Northern Command, the York Record Office, the 

Depot of the West Yorkshire Regiment and four 
auxiliary Hospitals. Because of this military presence 
in the City 146 members of the Imperial Forces are 
buried in 143 graves in the Cemetery. 

Some, having been brought back from the Front for 
treatment of their wounds or for the effects of gas, 
unfortunately succumbed while others, holding 

administrative posts in York Garrison died from 
natural causes and one was killed in a Zeppelin raid 
on York. Others, killed in training accidents or dying 
at depots away from York, were brought home for 
burial. 

Many of these  servicemen who died on English soil 
were buried in the public area in whatever grave 

happened to be in use at the time. Consequently their 
memorials, the standard Commission curved top 
headstones, are spread randomly throughout the 
area. Before they were provided the Commission 
marked the graves with wooden crosses. 

13. 1918 Influenza Epidemic 

Towards the end of the First World War York 
experienced the effects of an influenza epidemic that 
had spread through Europe, America and India. There 
was a comparatively mild epidemic in York in July 
1918 in which 33 residents died. 

In a more severe outbreak between October 1918 

and January 1919 the numbers of deaths in York 
reached 322, 267 citizens and 55 military personnel. 

The peak of the epidemic was reached between  
October and November when there were 203 civilian 
deaths in the City. This imposed a great strain on the 
Cemetery staff. During the nine days to 31 October, 
when normally 30 would be expected, there were 110 

burials in the Cemetery, the majority in the Public 
area. To cope with this abnormal demand the 
Cemetery superintendent sought military help for the 
grave digging. 

14. WWII War Graves 

York was a centre of military activity again during the 
Second World War, with two Command Headquarters 

within its boundaries and surrounded by army camps 
and RAF stations. 

Most of the graves for service casualties of this war 
are at Fulford Cemetery where there is a special war 
area for the 190 victims. However, in York Cemetery 
the 85 graves of 6 sailors, 55 soldiers, 23 airmen and 

a cadet from the Air Training Corps are spread 
throughout the Cemetery with many in the Public 
area. 

From the bench return to the path & turn right along 
it. Turn left at the next junction. Ahead a few paces. 
Behind two CWGC Memorials is that to Edward 
Gordon Beckett. 

 
15. A Fatality caused by a Bomb dropped from a 

Zeppelin 

 

Sergeant Edward Gordon Beckett RFA was killed 
during a Zeppelin raid whilst home on leave.  

Continued overleaf 
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A Fatality caused by a Bomb dropped from a Zeppelin 

 continued 

Zeppelin raids were authorised by the Kaiser in 
February 1915 but York did not experience this terror 
from the sky until 2 May 1916 when bombs were 
dropped on Dringhouses,  Nunthorpe and St Saviour's 
Place, Aldwark. 

A total of 18 bombs were dropped on the City, 
destroying houses, killing 9 people and injuring 38 

more. One of those was Edward who had gone 
outside to watch the Zeppelins pass overhead and 
was killed by shrapnel. (See WWI Trail). 

Edward is buried with 9 others. 

Looking down the sloping path go to the bench at the 

back of the mown grass area to your right. 
 

16. Two Prisoners of War 

Behind the bench is a slate monument to Anton Ruff. 
Anton, a German soldier died on 11 October 1914 

from cancer. It is possible 
that he was held as a 
prisoner of war to prevent 

him from spying. 

He is buried with Agust 
Burket, an Austrian-born 
Engineer who died three 
days after Anton from 

heart failure, aged 39. He 
was held as a prisoner of 

war because 'he was likely 
to become dangerous' 
despite having lived 
peaceably in Selby for 
many years. During the 
first months of WWI all 

non-naturalised British residents were arbitrarily 

arrested and imprisoned. (See WWI Trail). Initially 
they were held in York Castle and eventually an 
internment camp was established along Leeman Road. 

Anton and Agust are buried with 13 others. 

17. The First Victim of Motor Accident to be 

buried in York Cemetery 

 

Forward, and slightly left, of the bench is a small flat 
stone marking the grave of Private George Hill. 

George was the first victim of a motor accident to be 

buried in the Cemetery. In July 1905 he was walking 
back to Strensall Barracks with two friends after a 
night out in York. He was hit by a chauffeur-driven 
car belonging to an officer of the Hussars, also based 
at Strensall,  and taken to the Military Hospital in 
York where he died soon afterwards from his injuries. 

There are 17 others buried with George 

Return up the sloping path & turn right. Ahead at the 
cross junction and follow the curving path past the 
Fernery and steps on your left. Continue and bear 
right on the path towards the high brick wall and turn 
left onto Butterfly Walk. 
Ahead passing the dominant Beech tree on your left. 

Within a few paces turn left onto a path. After a few 

paces take the first path on your right, follow the 
curving path and stop at a tree just beyond a cut 
path on your right. 
Behind this tree is the unmarked grave of Dickie 
Naylor. 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

18. The Last Bellman 

 

Richard 'Dickie' Naylor, a journeyman shoemaker, 
sedan chair carrier and, later, a fishmonger, was 

appointed City Bellman (Town Crier) in September 
1852. He was paid £2 a year and his uniform cost the 
City £8 10s. He was a colourful character as he made 
three daily rounds in the streets of York, shouting six 
to eight announcements. He held the office until his 
death on 2 March 1871 aged 81.  
He was buried in the Cemetery in a Second Class 

grave three days later. (Second Class graves will be 
explained later in this Trail). He out-lived  the rest of 
his family and was being cared for by a Mrs Hannah 
Walker to whom he left the bulk of his Estate, £74 
after a few legacies had been paid. 

 
Continued overleaf 
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The Last Bellman continued 

His Will directed that his funeral expenses should not 
exceed £4, that he was to be buried in a plain red-
wood deal coffin and that no meal was to be provided 
for his mourners. The first instruction meant that he 
had to be buried in a Second Class grave. When it 
was filled and closed his name was not carved on the 
ledger stone - another economy? 

On his death the Office lapsed. York Corporation, 
sadly, has never appointed another Bellman to 
maintain a tradition, begun by 1377 and perhaps as 
early as 1200 when Gerard the Bellman was the 
Sheriff of York's reeve. 

Ahead to the cross junction near the tall holly tree. 
Turn right. Ahead to the cross junction with the 

Chapel on your left. Turn right toward the high brick 
wall. Note the grave sized flat slabs at the left side of 
the path. These are Second Class graves. 
 

19. Second Class Graves 

 

Having to share a grave with strangers, whilst 
repugnant to some, was a necessity for many. A 
Private grave, which cost a minimum of £3 15s, with 
a further 10s 6d interment fee, was beyond the 
means of most poor people. They could, with a 
struggle afford the 4s 6d Public burial fee, but could 

not find a minimum of £4 5s 6d if they wanted a 
headstone. 
To overcome this difficulty the Cemetery Company in 
1848 introduced a new concept, a Second Class grave. 
Initially, this was for up to six bodies increasing later 

to up to twelve. 

In reality a Second Class grave was just another form 
of Public grave. But for £1 15s 0d a family was able 
to purchase an identifiable, if not private, last resting 
place for a loved one. The fee included up to six lines 
of inscription on the ledger stone which was placed 
over the grave when it was finally full. 

This privilege was not always taken up by the 

relatives of the deceased, perhaps because by the 
time the ledger stone was provided many months had  
elapsed and the right to an inscription had been 
forgotten. 

A Second Class grave provided some dignity as it was 
filled up between interments, unlike a Public grave 
which was left open until the last body had been 
placed in it. 

The provision of these Second Class graves was an 
astute move by the Cemetery Company. The layout of 
the paths had cut a number of conventional east-west 

lying grave plots in half but by joining two adjacent 
halves a not otherwise saleable north-south lying plot 
was produced. Thus most of the Second Class graves, 

with their distinctive ledger stones, can be found 
along path edges. 

However, it was 19 years before this type of grave 
was used. The first burial in a Second Class grave 
took place in July 1867 in the Consecrated area. Over 
the next 72 years 1,292 bodies were buried in 192 

Second Class graves. The last burial of this type was 
made in October 1939. 

Some not completely filled Second Class graves were 
sold to relatives of one of the occupants who, in 
consideration of a cheaper price, did not mind having 
a few strangers at the bottom of the now Private 
family grave! 

Ahead to the wall and turn right. After 30m stop at 
the  CWGC Memorial to D Wells on your left. Opposite 
in the undergrowth is the unmarked grave to William 
Nicholson. 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

20. The First Public Burial in the Consecrated 
Area 

 
The first person to be buried in the Consecrated area 
was William Nicholson, a 29 year old servant from 
Garden Place, Hungate, who had died of typhus on 3 
October 1837. His body was brought to the Cemetery 
four days later in the special hearse provided by the 

company for the convenience of the poor who lived at 
a distance.     

His family paid 4s 6d for the burial, which included 
the Minister's fee, with another 3s 0d for his body 

and eight mourners to be conveyed in the special 
Hearse and Mourning Coach.  

Continued overleaf 



York Cemetery - Public Graves Trail (Dec 2017).docx  8 

First Public Burial in the Consecrated Area continued 

In June 1837 J.R. Croft of Bayswater had suggested 
that the expense of funerals could be reduced by the 
adoption of a double-bodied omnibus hearse of his 
design with an airtight partition between the corpse 
and mourners to prevent offensive smells reaching 
them. 

William was buried in this area in an unmarked grave 

which had been dug to a depth of 15ft in dry sandy 
gravel. Within a fortnight his body had been joined by 
another seven strangers before the grave was finally 
sealed, planted over and marked on the Cemetery 
plan as a grave never to be opened again, something 
that could not be realised in the City churchyards. 

Turn round. Follow Butterfly Walk to the far end of 

the high brick wall and turn left. Return to the 
Gatehouse and the start of the walk. 
 
21. Footnote                                                      

Headstones are now appearing on Public graves 
placed there by descendants coming to the Cemetery 

in search of their ancestors. On finding them un-
commemorated in unmarked graves some have 
provided the memorials that the executors of the 
deceased could not afford at the time of their burial. 

Please refer overleaf for the TRAIL MAP 

APPENDIX 

COST OF INTERNMENT IN PUBLIC & SECOND CLASS GRAVES  

YEAR PUBLIC  GRAVE SECOND CLASS GRAVE NOTES 1: 

1837 4s 6d (Category 1)  Category 1 

1848 4s 6d  (Category 1) £1 15s 0d Houses rated under £5/year 

1870 

4s 6d (Category 1) 

£1 15s 0d 

Category 2 

7s 6d (Category 2) Houses rated between £5 & 

£10/year 10s 6d (Category 3) 

1912 

6s 6d (Category 1) 

£1 15s 0d 

Category 3 

7s 6d (Category 2) For all others who could not afford 
either a Second Class or Private 
grave 

10s 6d (Category 3) 

During WWI 17s 6d (Single Category) £2   5s 0d 

1921 £1 2s 0d (Single category) £2 15s 0d NOTES 2: 

1922 £1 7s 6d (Single Category) £2 15s 0d Conversion from £.s.d to Pence (p) 

1932 £1 10s 0d (Single Category) £2 15s 0d   4s 6d = 22½p 

1939   £2 15s 0d (Phased Out)   6s 6d =  32½p 

1963    £9  (Single Category)    7s 6d = 37½p 

  1965*  £10 (Single Category)  10s 0d = 50p 

*By this time, in a more affluent society, Public burials had become the exception 
rather than the rule but it was not until after the York Cemetery Company went into 
voluntary liquidation in 1966 that the practice ceased. 

17s 6d = 87½p 

£1  2s 0d = £1 10p 

£1  7s 6d = 1 37½p  

Ian Scott, the first liquidator, who ran the Cemetery while the legal winding-up 

process ground inexorably on, wrote in March 1969 to the York undertakers informing 
them that, as there had been no recent Public burials, he had told his staff to fill in 
the still open graves. Thereafter the Cemetery would not provide for such burials. 

£1 10s 0d = £1 50p 

£1 15s 0d = £1 75p 

£2  5s 0d = £2 25p 

£2 15s 0d = £2 75p 

 

We really hope you enjoyed this trail. Why not try another one. 
We hope you enjoyed this trail and that it inspired you to find out more about York 

Cemetery. A trail of this kind can give only a flavour of what the Cemetery has to of-

fer, so why not: 

• Try one of our guided walks 

• Become a Friend of York Cemetery 

• Become a Volunteer 

(Pick up a leaflet or see the website for more details) 

This Trail was prepared by Hugh Murray in 1993 and modified in 2017 by Dennis Shaw. Layout by Keith Lea
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